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South Lakeland District Council 
 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee  
18 August 2017 

 
 

Council Plan Performance Monitoring, Quarter 1 2017/18 
 

Benchmarking 2017/18 
 
This document contains benchmarking information for Quarter One 2017/18 
supplementing the Council Plan Performance Monitoring report for the same period. 
 
This benchmarking information shows how the council compares with similar 
councils across the UK. All this information is publicly available at Local 
Government Association 
 
Similar councils are the CIPFA ‘nearest neighbour’ models for South Lakeland. 
CIPFA is the Chartered Institute of Public Finance and Accountancy. 
 
The information has been updated to show the latest results.  
 
The graphs are visually effective for comparative purposes. 
 
 
 
CONTACT OFFICER  
 

Report Author - John Davies, Performance and Risk Officer, 01539 793263, 
rj.davies@southlakeland.gov.uk    

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=122&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=122&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours
mailto:rj.davies@southlakeland.gov.uk
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Residual household waste per household in South Lakeland 
   

Residual household waste per household - This is the number of kilograms of residual household waste 

collected per household. Residual waste is any collected household waste that is not sent for reuse, recycling or 

composting. This was previously reported as NI 191. 

Source name: Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 

Collection name: Municipal Waste Management Statistics 

Polarity: Low is good 

Link to latest data 

 
Commentary: South Lakeland’s residual household waste is sent for reuse and not landfilled. The waste is 

processed in a plant that provides refuse derived fuel (RDF) for large industrial processes. Street cleansing 

material is classed as residual waste and so leaves etc that are collected are included in this figure. A 

significant expansion of cardboard and plastic recycling to nearly all households in South Lakeland has also 

been achieved – significantly enhancing recycling within South Lakeland. 

It could be expected that residual waste tonnages collected in grey bins will increase annually as the number of 

households in the district increases. However this did not happen between 2009 and 2014 when there was a 

period of downturn in the national economy. There has been some increase each year since 2014. The level of 

residual waste is measured in kilos of waste per household per year: 2013/14 480kg, 2014/15 470kg, 2015/16 

495kg and 2016/17 511kg per household. 

  

The yellow arrow shows the latest result available – based on recent 

external or internal data. This is necessary as benchmarking data is 

usually less current than the latest data. 

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=45&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=45&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply
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Median gross weekly pay of employees working in the area (work 
base) in South Lakeland 
   

Median gross weekly pay of employees working in the area (work base) - Several measures of earnings are 

available. The one used here, as the most appropriate indicator of average earnings, is median gross weekly 

pay of full-time employees on a workplace basis. This measure is taken from the Annual Survey of Hours and 

Earnings (ASHE). This was previously reported as NI 166. 

Source name: Nomis 

Collection name: annual survey of hours and earnings - resident analysis 

Polarity: High is good 

Link to latest data 

 

Commentary: Pay on a work base basis remains just below the average for 15 similar councils. During 2017 

Consumer Price Inflation has seen a sharper increase than usual. The latest available data is shown in the 

graph below. 

 

  

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=38&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=38&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply
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Median gross weekly pay of employees by residence (resident 
base) in South Lakeland 
   

Median gross weekly pay of employees by residence (resident base) - Several measures of earnings are 

available. These figures show the median gross weekly pay for full time employees living in the area who are on 

adults rates of pay and whose pay was not affected by absence. Figures for earnings come from the Annual 

Survey of Hours and Earnings (ASHE) which is based on a 1 per cent sample of employees, information on 

whose earnings and hours is obtained from employers. The survey does not cover people who are self-

employed. Information relates to a pay period in April. The earnings information collected relates to gross pay 

before tax, national insurance or other deductions, and excludes payments in kind (i.e. payment made in the 

form of goods and services rather than cash). It is restricted to earnings relating to the survey pay period and so 

excludes payments of arrears from another period made during the survey period; any payments due as a 

result of a pay settlement but not yet paid at the time of the survey will also be excluded. 

Source name: Nomis 

Collection name: annual survey of hours and earnings - resident analysis 

Polarity: High is good 

Link to latest data 

 

Commentary: Pay for people living in the area is above average compared to other similar councils. During 

2017 Consumer Price Inflation has seen a sharper increase than usual. The latest available data is shown in 

the graph below at just above £28,000. 

 

  

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=168&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=3475&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply
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Percentage of adults smoking (annual) in South Lakeland 
   

Percentage of adults smoking (annual) - This indicator shows the prevalence of smoking, as a percentage of 

the adult resident population (aged 18 and over). These estimates are modelled and should, therefore, be used 

and interpreted with caution and not used to measure performance or change over time. 

Source name: Public Health England 

Collection name: Local Health 

Polarity: Low is good 

Link to latest data 

 

Commentary: The percentage of adults smoking has reduced in South Lakeland for a number of years. This 

should have a positive effect on people’s health and the demand on health services. This is the latest available 

data. 

 

 
 
 
  

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=3527&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=3527&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply
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Rate of hospital admissions per 100,000 for alcohol related harm in 
South Lakeland 
   

Rate of hospital admissions per 100,000 for alcohol related harm - This indicator measures the rate of alcohol 

related admissions per 100,000 population using Hospital Episode Statistics (HES). This indicator was 

previously reported as NI 039. 

Source name: North West Health Observatory 

Collection name: Hospital Episode Statistics 

Polarity: Low is good 

Link to latest data 

 

Commentary: Alcohol related hospital admissions are below average in South Lakeland. Admission episodes 

for alcohol-related conditions increased from 600 in 2008/09 to peak at 775 in 2013/14 and reducing to 660 in 

2015/16 – significantly more men are admitted than women.  

 

 

  

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=122&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=122&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply
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Additional affordable homes provided as a percentage of all net 
additional homes in South Lakeland 
   

Additional affordable homes provided as a percentage of all net additional homes - This has been derived 

based on net additional homes provided and the number of affordable homes delivered. This expresses a 

simple count of affordable housing units provided - newly built, including gains from conversions such as 

subdivision, or acquired, as a percentage of the net increase in overall dwelling stock over one year, calculated 

as the sum of new build completions, minus demolitions, plus any gains or losses through change of use and 

conversions. This should be considered alongside the actual numbers reported for affordable dwellings and 

overall new dwellings, however as these are given as absolute values for each area care should be taken when 

drawing any comparisons with other areas. 

Source name: Communities and Local Government 

Collection name: Additional affordable dwellings provided by local authority area (by location LA) 

Polarity: No polarity 

Link to latest data 

 

Commentary: The number of affordable homes provided is below average within South Lakeland – however 

this perspective may be skewed by the exceptional number provided by North Devon in the graph below. South 

Lakeland District Council has a target to achieve 35% affordable homes. 

 

 

 

  

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=185&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=185&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply
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Processing of planning applications - major - Annual in South 
Lakeland 
   

Processing of planning applications - major - Annual - This is the percentage of major planning applications 

determined in a timely manner. A timely manner is defined as within 13 weeks for major applications. This was 

previously reported as NI 157a.Whilst this indicator focuses on major applications, data is also available broken 

down by county matter, minor and other applications. 

Source name: Communities and Local Government 

Collection name: Development Control statistics 

Polarity: High is good 

Link to latest data 

 

Commentary: For the first three quarters of 2016 83% to 100% of all major planning applications were 

determined within the 13 week period. This is significantly better than the target of 60% within the 13 week 

period. The Councils latest data for 2016/17 shows a significantly higher result at 86%. 

 

 
  

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=2128&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=2128&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply
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Processing of planning applications - minor applications - Annual in 
South Lakeland 
   

Processing of planning applications - minor applications - Annual - This is the percentage of minor planning 

applications determined in a timely manner. A timely manner is defined as within 8 weeks for minor 

applications. This was previously reported as NI 157b.Whilst this indicator focuses on minor applications, data 

is also available broken down by county matter, major and other applications. 

Source name: Communities and Local Government 

Collection name: Development Control statistics 

Polarity: High is good 

Link to latest data 

 

Commentary: For the first three quarters of 2016 79% to 81% of all minor planning applications were 

determined within the 8 week period. This is significantly better than the target of 65% within the 8 week period. 

The Councils latest data for 2016/17 shows a higher result at over 79%. 

 

  

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=2129&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=2129&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply
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Processing of planning applications - other applications - Annual in 
South Lakeland 
   

Processing of planning applications - other applications - Annual - This is the percentage of 'other' planning 

applications determined in a timely manner. A timely manner is defined as within 8 weeks for 'other' 

applications. This was previously reported as NI 157c.Whilst this indicator focuses on 'other' applications, data 

is also available broken down by county matter, major and minor applications. 

Source name: Communities and Local Government 

Collection name: Development Control statistics 

Polarity: High is good 

Link to latest data 

 

Commentary: For the first three quarters of 2016 79% to 81% of all minor planning applications were 

determined within the 8 week period. This is significantly better than the target of 65% within the 8 week period. 

The Councils latest data for 2016/17 shows a significantly higher result at nearly 90%. 

 

 

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=2130&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=2130&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply


11 
 

Adult participation in sport and active recreation (3x30) in South 
Lakeland 
   

Adult participation in sport and active recreation (3x30) - This indicator is the percentage of the adult population 

participating in sport, at moderate intensity, for at least 30 minutes on at least 4 days out of the last 4 weeks 

(equivalent to 30 minutes on 1 or more day a week). This indicator does not include recreational walking or 

recreational cycling. This is taken from the Active People survey. For further explanation 

http://www.sportengland.org 

Source name: Sport England 

Collection name: Active People Survey 

Polarity: High is good 

Link to latest data 

 

Commentary: South Lakeland has better than average participation when compared to similar councils – 

please see table of results below.  The percent of adults with excess weight in South Lakeland is 61.3% which 

is better than the England average of 64.6%. Children aged 4-5 is 21% and better than the England average of 

21.9%. Children aged 10-11 is 32% and is better than the England average of 33.2%. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/export_component/617/text-2/0?mod-metric=83&mod-period=3&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&ajax=1
http://lginform.local.gov.uk/reports/lgastandard?mod-metric=83&mod-period=1&mod-area=E07000031&mod-group=South_Lakeland_CIPFA_Near_Neighbours&modify-report=Apply

